
Geography
Progression from EYFS -Year 6



Purpose of Study

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge 
about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the 
world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding 

and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

Year 1

Year 2

• Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Tsunamis 

Local Study: RotherhamYear 3 • European Country : -holiday destination   - famous cities

• River Study (UK) and Water Cycle
Local Study: Sheffield (Don)Year 4

• UK City Study - London (inc. Thames)
- Urban vs. Rural

• North America/ South America- Country Study: Brazil  
Local Study: Peak District National ParkYear 5 • Human Impact on the Amazon- the Amazon of the future.

• Climate Change- Droughts and flooding    - Value of water
Local Study: Topical Redevelopment Study

Year 6
• Kilnhurst to the rest of the world.
- Comparisons between places
- Plan routes (inc. time zones)

Long Term Overview

EYFS

Physical Geography Human Geography

• Rivers: Thames vs. Amazon

• Weather changes during the seasons (UK)
Local Study: Environment around our school

• A contrasting locality outside of Europe (Australia).
Local Study: Kilnhurst 

• Hot and Cold Places

• UK as an island.
• Major cities, rivers and mountain ranges of UK.

• Comparison of occupations of local people across 
the world

• Ways of living in hot/cold countries
• Occupation of local people

• Weather changes during the seasons 
Local Study: School/class environment

• One hot country/one cold country (yearly 
rotation depending on cycle)



Big Ideas and Concepts in Geography

Over-arching conceptual understanding is an important idea and explains that there are 7 key areas for geography. These key areas are important because 
they help us to view the "big picture" of the subject and how it relates to us in the real world. The key statements are highlighted.

Places

Places are specific 
parts of the earth’s 
surface. Places 
range in size from 
home and local area 
to states, nations, 
regions and 
continents. 
Geography 
describes places 
and explains 
characteristics. 
Personal experience 
gives us perceptions 
and viewpoints, 
leading to a sense 
of place.

Space

Geographic space 
is the 3D surface 
of the earth. 
Geographers look 
at patterns over 
the earth’s surface 
(geographic 
space). Geography 
recognises that 
people use space 
differently and 
that patterns 
change over time.

Environment

The environment is 
all our living and 
non-living 
surroundings. 
Environment 
contains natural 
and human-built 
features. People 
use, alter and 
manage 
environments. 
Geography looks at 
the interactions 
between people 
and environments.

Interconnection

No object in 
geography can be 
viewed alone – they 
are always 
interconnected. 
Interconnections may 
be through physical 
processes, such as 
weather, erosion, the 
water cycle. 
Interconnections may 
be through human 
movements of people, 
ideas, money and 
trade. Geography 
investigates systems 
of interconnections.

Sustainability

Sustainability is 
about something 
remaining 
indefinitely into the 
future. Examples 
that geography 
focuses on include 
ecosystems, 
resources, 
communities, ways 
of life. Geography 
emphasises the 
values of 
sustainability.

Scale

Scale in geography 
ranges from personal 
through local, 
national, regional, to 
global. Geography 
looks at places, 
space, 
interconnections, 
environments at all 
these different 
scales. Maps at 
different scales are a 
key resource in 
geography.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Change

Awareness of change 
over time and space 
is essential in 
geography. 
Geographers 
investigate the 
physical and human 
reasons for change. 
Geography uses 
understanding of 
change to predict 
into the future and 
plan for the future.



EY
FS

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Geography

Geographical Knowledge Physical Geography Human Geography

• Enjoys playing with small world 

models such as farm, garage and 

train track. (DM-TW)

• Tell someone the name of their 

street.

• Begin to explain the main 

features of a hot/cold country.

• Describe a locality (eg home) 

using words or drawings.

• Explain how the weather 

changes with each season.

• Describe daily weather.

• Begin to name key features of 

own village eg types of houses, 

shops etc.

• Shows interest in the lives of 

people who are familiar to 

them. (DM-PC)

• Shows care and concern for 

the environment. (DM-TW)

• Begin to explain and 

understand why they would 

different clothes at different 

times of the year.

• Tell something about the 

people or animals that live in a 

cold/hot place.

• Begin to explain what they 

might wear in a very hot/very 

cold place.

• Shows interest in different 

occupations and ways of life 

through dress up or role play. 

(DM-PC)

• Uses language to imagine and 

recreate roles and experiences 

in play situations. (DM-CL-S) 

• Name occupations/jobs of the 

people in their family.

Geographical Enquiry

• Comments and asks 

questions about their familiar 

world such as the place 

where they live or the 

natural world. (DM-TW)

• Beginning to understand why 

and how questions. (DM-CL-

U)

• Say what they like about 

their home, classroom, 

school, and village.

• Sort things they like and 

don’t like.

• Begin to answer questions 

using different resources 

such as props, books, 

internet and atlases.

• Begin to ask questions about 

their home, classroom, 

school or village.

• Begin to answer questions 

about the weather.

• Keep a daily weather chart.

• Begin to answer questions 

about a weather chart.

• Know about similarities and 

differences in relation to 

places (ELG-TW)

• Talk about the features of 

their own immediate 

environment and how 

environments might vary from 

one another. (DM-TW)

• Create simple representations 

of events, people and objects. 

(DM - BI)

• Explains own knowledge and 

understanding and asks 

appropriate questions of 

others. (DM- MR)

• Understands use of objects. 

(DM_CL-U)

• Uses vocabulary focused on 

objects and people that are of 

particular importance to 

them. (DM -CL-S)

• Name their school and the 

village/town where they live.

• Point to England (where we 

live) on a UK map.



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Geography
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ar
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Geographical Knowledge

• Identify the four countries 
making up the United 
Kingdom. 

• Name some of the main 
towns and cities in the 
United Kingdom. 

• Point out where the 
equator, north pole and 
south pole are on a globe 
or atlas. 

• Name a few towns in the 
south and north of the UK.

Physical Geography

• Tell someone their 
address. 

• Explain the main features 
of a hot and cold place. 

• Describe a locality using 
words and pictures. 

• Explain how the weather 
changes with each season. 

• Name key features 
associated with a town or 
village, e.g. ‘church’, ‘farm’, 
‘shop’, ‘house’. 

• Name key features 
associated with a town or 
village, e.g. ‘factory’, 
‘detached house’, ‘semi-
detached house’, ‘terrace 
house’. 

Geographical enquiry

• Say what they like about their 
locality. 

• Sort things they like and don’t 
like. 

• Answer some questions using 
different resources, such as 
books, the internet and atlases. 

• Think of a few relevant 
questions to ask about a locality. 

• Answer questions about the 
weather. 

• Keep a weather chart. 

• Answer questions using a 
weather chart. 

• Make plausible predictions 
about what the weather may be 
like later in the day or 
tomorrow. 

Human Geography

• Begin to explain why they 
would wear different 
clothes at different times 
of the year.

• Tell something about the 
people who live in hot and 
cold places.

• Explain what they might 
wear if they lived in a very 
hot or a very cold place.

• Name different jobs that 
people living in their area 
might do. 



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Geography
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Geographical Knowledge Physical Geography

• Describe some physical 
features of their own 
locality.

• Explain what makes a 
locality special.

• Describe some places 
which are not near the 
school.

• Describe a place outside 
Europe using geographical 
words.

• Describe some of the 
features associated with 
an island.

• Describe the key features 
of a place, using words 
like, beach, coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, ocean, 
valley.

• Find the longest and 
shortest route using a 
map.

• Use a map, photographs, 
film or plan to describe a 
contrasting locality outside 
Europe.

Geographical enquiry

• Label a diagram or photograph 
using some geographical words.

• Find out about a locality by 
using different sources of 
evidence.

• Find out about a locality by 
asking some relevant questions 
to someone else.

• Say what they like and don’t 
like about their locality and 
another locality like the 
seaside.

• Make inferences by looking at a 
weather chart.

• Make plausible predictions 
about what the weather may 
be like in different parts of the 
world.

Human Geography

• Describe some human 
features of their own 
locality, such as the jobs 
people do.

• Explain how the jobs 
people do may be 
different in different parts 
of the world.

• Do they think that people 
ever spoil the area. How.

• Do they think that people 
try to make the area 
better. How.

• Explain what facilities a 
town or village might 
need.

• Can they explain how the 
weather affects different 
people.

• Name the continents of 
the world and find them in 
an atlas.

• Name the world’s oceans 
and find them in an atlas.

• Name the major cities of 
England, Wales, Scotland 
and Ireland.

• Find where they live on a 
map of the UK.

• Locate some of the world’s 
major rivers and mountain 
ranges.

• Point out the North, 
South, East and West 
associated with maps and 
compass.



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Geography
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Geographical Knowledge

• Name and locate some 
well-known European 
countries (Italy, Spain, 
France). 

• Name and locate the 
capital cities of 
neighbouring European 
countries. 

• Name a number of 
countries in the Northern 
Hemisphere. 

• Locate and name some of 
the world’s most famous 
volcanoes. 

• Be aware of different 
weather in different parts 
of the world, especially 
Europe.

Physical Geography

• Locate the Mediterranean 
and explain why it is a 
popular holiday 
destination. 

• Confidently describe 
physical features in a 
locality. 

• Describe how volcanoes 
are created. 

• Describe how earthquakes 
are created. 

Geographical enquiry

• Use maps and atlases 
appropriately by using contents 
and indexes. 
• Use correct geographical words 
to describe a place and the events 
that happen there. 
• Identify key features by using a 
map (cities, towns, rivers etc). 
• Begin to use 4 figure grid 
references. 
• Recognise the 8 points of the 
compass (N,NW, W, S, SW, SE, E, 
NE).
• Accurately plot NSEW on a map. 
• Use some basic OS map symbols. 
to build their knowledge of the UK 
and wider world (Europe).
• Make accurate measurement of 
distances within 100Km. 

Human Geography

• Explain how the lives of 
people living in the 
Mediterranean would be 
different from their own.

• Confidently describe 
human features in a 
locality. 

• Explain why a locality has 
certain human features.  

• Explain why a place is like 
it is. 

• Describe how volcanoes 
have an impact on 
people’s lives. 



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Geography
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Geographical Knowledge

• Know the difference 
between the British Isles, 
Great Britain and UK. 

• Know the countries that 
make up the European 
Union. 

• Name up to six cities in  
the UK and locate them 
on a map. 

• Locate and name some of 
the main islands that 
surround the UK. 

• Name and locate major 
mountains of the UK (Ben 
Nevis, Snowdon and 
Scarfell Pike).

• Name the areas of origin 
of the main ethnic groups 
in the UK & in their 
school.

Physical Geography

• Describe and compare the 
main features of a well-
known city and of a village. 

• Use appropriate symbols 
to represent different 
physical features on a 
map.

• Track major rivers of the 
UK (Severn, Trent, Thames, 
Rother, Ouse).

• Explain why many cities of 
the world are situated by 
rivers.

• Explain how the water 
cycle works. 

Geographical enquiry

• Carry out a survey to discover 
features of cities and villages.

• Find the same place on a 
globe and in an atlas. 

• Label the same features on an 
aerial photograph as on a 
map. 

• Plan a journey from 
Rotherham to a place in 
England. 

• Accurately measure and 
collect information (e.g. 
rainfall, temperature, wind 
speed, noise levels etc.).

• Use 4 and 6 figure grid 
references. 

• Use OS maps, symbols and 
keys to build knowledge of UK 
and wider world (EU).

Human Geography

• Explain why people are 
attracted to live in cities. 

• Explain why people may 
choose to live in a village 
rather than a city. 

• Explain how a locality has 
changed over time with 
reference to human 
features.

• Suggest different ways 
that a locality could be 
changed and improved.

• Know why people choose 
or chose to live near rivers 
(transportation, fertile 
land, water supply).

• Explain why rivers are 
important to settlements.



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Geography
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Geographical Knowledge

• Locate the USA and 
Canada on a world map 
and atlas. 

• Name and locate many of 
the world’s most famous 
mountain regions on 
maps. 

• Name and locate many of 
the world’s major rivers 
on maps. 

• Locate the Tropic of 
Cancer and the Tropic of 
Capricorn. 

• Locate and name the 
main countries in South 
America on a world map 
and atlas.

Physical Geography

• Compare the River 
Thames locality with 
Amazon River locality.

• Explain why water is 
such a valuable 
commodity- use in the 
Amazon.

• Explain how a location 
fits into its wider 
geographical location; 
with reference to 
physical features. 

Geographical enquiry

• Collect information about a 
place and use it in a report. 

• Map land use. 
• Find possible answers to their 

own geographical questions. 
• Make detailed sketches and 

plans; improving their accuracy 
later. 

• Plan a journey to a place in 
another part of the world, 
taking account of distance and 
time. 

• Use 4 and 6 figure grid 
references. 

• Use OS maps, symbols and keys 
to build knowledge of UK and 
wider world (South America).

Human Geography

• Explain how a location fits 
into its wider geographical 
location; with reference to 
human and economical 
features. 

• Explain what a place might 
be like in the future, taking 
account of issues 
impacting on human 
features.

• Find different views about 
an environmental issue. 
What is their view. 



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Geography
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Geographical Knowledge

• Name the largest desert in 
the world. 

• Identify and name the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn as well as the 
Artic and Antarctic circles. 

• Know about the Arctic and 
Antarctic, discussing land, 
sea and climate.

• Explain how the time zones 
work in relation to GMT. 

Physical Geography

• Give extended 
descriptions of the 
physical features of 
different places around 
the world. 

• Describe how some places 
are similar and others are 
different in relation to 
their physical features. 

• Explain why water is such 
a valuable commodity-
drought.

Geographical enquiry

• Confidently explain scale and 
use maps with a range of scales. 

• Choose the best way to collect 
information needed and decide 
the most appropriate units of 
measure. 

• Make careful measurements 
and use the data. 

• Use OS maps, symbols and keys 
to answer questions and build 
my knowledge about the UK 
and the wider world 
(Arctic/Antarctic).

• Use maps, aerial photos, plans 
and web resources to describe 
what a locality might be like. 

• Accurately use a 4 and 6 figure 
grid reference. 

• Create sketch maps when 
carrying out a field study. 

• Map land use with their own 
criteria. 

Human Geography

• Give an extended 
description of the human 
features of different places 
around the world. 

• Describe how some places 
are similar and others are 
different in relation to 
their human features.

• Find different views about 
an environmental issue. 
What is their view. 

• Describe the impact of 
human activity has caused 
environments to change.



Vocabulary

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

EYFS

Countries, United Kingdom (UK), Towns, Cities, Equator, North Pole, South Pole, Globe, Atlas, South, North, Address, Features, Hot, Cold, Locality, 

Weather, Season, Features, Village, Church, Farm, Shop, House, Factory, Detached House, Semi-Detached House, Terrace House, Jobs, Area, Weather 

Chart.

Continents, World, Atlas, Oceans, Cities, England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, United Kingdom (UK), Rivers, Mountain Ranges, North, South, East, West, 

Compass, Physical Features, Locality, Europe, Geographical, Island, Beach, Coast, Forest, Hill, Mountain, Ocean, Valley, Route, Map, Human Features, Jobs, 

Area, Facilities, Town, Village, Weather, Weather Chart, Seaside.

European, Countries, Italy, Spain, France, Capital Cities, Neighbouring, Northern Hemisphere, Volcanoes, Weather, World, Mediterranean, Holiday, 

Destination, Physical Features, Locality, Earthquakes, Human Features, Maps, Atlases, Contents, Indexes, Geographical, Key Features, Towns, Rivers, Grid 

Reference, Compass, North, North-West, West, South, South-West, South-East, East, North-East, Ordinance Survey (OS), Symbols, United Kingdom (UK).

British Isles, Great Britain, United Kingdom (UK), European Union (EU), Cities, Map, Islands, Mountains, Ben Nevis, Snowdon, Scarfell Pike, Origin, Ethnic, City, 

Village, Symbols, Physical Features, Map, Major Rivers, Severn, Trent, Thames, Rother, Ouse, Situated, Water Cycle, Village, Locality, Human Features, 

Transportation, Fertile Land, Water Supply, Settlements, Survey, Globe, Atlas, Aerial Photograph, Journey, Rotherham, England, Rainfall, Temperature, Wind 

Speed, Noise Levels, Grid Reference, Ordinance Survey (OS), Symbols, Keys.

United States of America (USA), Canada, World, Map, Atlas, Mountain Regions, Major Rivers, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Countries, South America, 

River Thames, Locality, Amazon River, Water, Valuable Commodity, Location, Geographical Location, Physical Features, Human Features, Economical Features, 

Environmental, Journey, Distance, Time, Grid Reference, Ordinance Survey (OS), Symbols, Keys, United Kingdom (UK).

Desert, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Artic Circle, Antarctic Circle, Land, Sea, Climate, Time Zones, Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), Physical Features, 

World, Water, Valuable Commodity, Drought, Human Features, Environmental, Environments, Scale, Maps, Unit of Measure, Data, Ordinance Survey (OS), 

Symbols, Keys, United Kingdom (UK), Aerial photographs, Locality, Grid Reference, Field Study. 

Countries, United Kingdom (UK), Towns, Cities, Atlas, South, North, Address, Features, Hot, Cold, Locality, Weather, Season, Features, Village, Church, 

Farm, Shop, House, Factory, Detached House, Semi-Detached House, Terrace House, Jobs, Area, Weather Chart.


