
 

23rd January  2018 

 

Dear Ryan, Liz and Kathryn 

 

Thank you for extending such a warm welcome to Kirstey and I when we visited to re-assess 

your school for BSQM accreditation.  During this visit, the school was in the throes of 

refurbishment which was causing some upheaval to the usual classroom organisation. 

However, this was being managed with minimum disruption to learning and with positivity 

and resilience from all concerned. Staff and pupils were taking it all in their stride and getting 

on with the job of teaching and learning with ‘Dunkirk spirit’. Pupils were engaged and 

enthusiastic about their learning. It was a pleasure to speak to key staff and your governor 

representative about aspects of the 10 elements of Quality Mark. Your school clearly 

promotes and celebrates achievement in Basic Skills. Well done all. 

 

We are very pleased to recommend Basic Skills Quality Mark Re- Accreditation  

 

The school was well prepared for the re-assessment.  The audit summarised the school’s 

work in each of the 10 elements and provided a robust framework for our visit. During the 

morning, as well as talking with Senior and Middle Leaders, we visited all the classrooms, and 

looked at samples of children’s work.  A range of documentary evidence was available 

electronically.  

 

Some of the strengths of the school include: 

 SLT and Middle Leaders drive continual improvement in teaching and learning of 

Basic Skills for all children through in-depth analysis based on monitoring and 

outcomes.  Senior leaders know the school well and speak confidently about the 

rationale for, and implementation of, new initiatives and developments. QM  1,2,4 

 The school’s attainment and progress tracking systems feed into planning and 

interventions for individual/groups of pupils. Needs are identified through ongoing 

assessment procedures and appropriate, effective response which ensures no child 

slips through the net.  Impact reports produced by Middle & Senior leaders – 

SENDCo/ Maths/ Literacy leaders – streamline information for governors and other 

stakeholders. These termly reports succinctly detail actions taken, the impact of these 

and next steps. QM Element 2, 3, 7,10 

 Senior leaders are outward facing, seeking out good practice from within the future 

academy and beyond e.g. research into Shanghai teaching method in Maths led to 

this being trialled by the subject leader before being modelled and rolled out 

throughout school. Systems ‘magpied’ are trialled, tweaked and adapted to meet the 

needs of the pupils of Kilnhurst Primary. QM Element 6 

 ‘How we teach’ policies are in place to support a consistent approach to the teaching 

of Basic Skills. Consistency of practice is further supported through a structured 

timetable, modelling of teaching strategies and non–negotiables.   QM Element 1,7 



 The school has invested in resources and materials to promote and develop Basic 

Skills. These include Numicon, including staff training in the use of this, Cracking 

Comprehension, purchase of texts to challenge and phonics resources in EYFS. QM8 

 There was a clear focus on improving reading skills through the implementation of 

e.g. the Reading Challenge, a reading ‘spine’ of books to add a wider scope of 

genre/text types for the children to access, and a  carefully structured approach to 

Guided Reading which included accessibility to the EPIC app. QM Element 6,7 

 A structured approach to writing underpins the teaching of key features of different 

genre which are then applied into independent work. There were examples of cross-

curricular writing linked to topics which will be further developed through hooks and 

stimuli as the scaffold becomes embedded.  Presentation is of a good standard due to 

the school’s implementation of a handwriting scheme/policy. QM Element 6,7 

 Despite disruption to the physical environment, classroom displays, prompts and 

checklists to support teaching and learning of Basic Skills were in evidence e.g. Topic 

related word mats, a learning wall. QM Element 8 

 Early identification and keenly targeted intervention is in place to support the 

progress of SEND/Vulnerable groups. Progress is tracked and assessed through class 

provision maps which feed into impact reports. Class groupings are fluid to facilitate 

and target extra support at the point of need. QM Element 4, 5 

 Staff are empowered to grow as professionals through CPD opportunities, particularly 

in core subjects. QM Element 6 

Suggested Areas for Development: 

 Further embed marking and feedback to ensure consistency, with a particular 

focus on opportunities for pupils to respond to feedback and evidencing whether 

the work has been produced independently, paired, supported. QM Element1,2 

 To further support teaching and learning of SPAG through developing subject 

knowledge through staff training, raising parent/carer awareness and support 

through e.g. the class/ school dojo, parent workshops. QM Element 9 

 To continue to develop systems for tracking progress of SEND/vulnerable groups 

e.g. by colour-coding the impact of additional support on provision maps. QM4,5 

 

Once again, on behalf of Kirstey and myself, congratulations to everyone at Kilnhurst 

Primary School on your Basic Skills Quality Mark re-accreditation. Our particular thanks to 

Morgan in Y6 who demonstrated the app TT RockStars so capably. We were very 

impressed.  

 

We thoroughly enjoyed our visit and we hope you found the experience              

rewarding as an opportunity to reflect on and showcase your practice as you drive 

forward developments on your journey of school improvement.  

 

Jackie Williams   

Basic Skills Quality Mark Assessor 

 

Assessor(s) Jackie Williams and Kirstey Peart 

Date of Verification Visit 23/01/18 



A photo gallery of work evidenced on our visit to Kilnhurst Primary 

 

  
 

   
 

      



   
 

   


