
Specialist 1-to-1 maths interventions and curriculum resources from Third Space Learning

An SLT Summary of the OFSTED Framework 2019
When Could An Ofsted Inspection Take Place?

Quality of Education

Behaviour & Attitudes

Leadership & Management

• From five school days after the first day pupils attend that term.
• A ‘short inspection’ is proposed to be lengthened to 2 days.
• Ofsted could arrive within 2.5 hours of a morning phone call.

• There are three I’s: Intent, Implementation and Impact. All are graded together. 
• Intent - The focus here will be on the curriculum & aspirations schools have for their learners. 

Schools will be judged on appropriate coverage, content, structure and sequencing of a curriculum 
and if it is implemented effectively.

• Implementation - The focus will be on how staff do their job and how leaders support them 
(subject knowledge, presentation of material, assessment, feedback, responsive teaching and recall 
of material). Schools will be judged on evidence about curriculum implementation from discussions 
with curriculum and subject leaders and teachers, observations of and interviews with pupils or 
classes, scrutiny of the pupils’ work, and reviews of schemes of work or other long-term planning. 

• Impact - The focus will be on learners developing detailed knowledge and skills across the 
curriculum and, as a result, achieving well and going on to destinations that meet their interests, 
aspirations and the intention of their course of study. Schools will be judged on nationally generated 
performance data as well as first-hand evidence of how pupils are doing. 

• Inspectors will be looking for ‘positive’ attitudes, ‘committed’ and ‘resilient’ learners who ‘take 
pride’ in their achievements. 

• There’s also a new mention of bullying and discrimination in this category.
• Schools will be judged through discussions with pupils and individual interviews with staff. As well as 

using information from pupil and staff surveys and observations. 

Personal Development
• The focus will be on character development and the importance of learners’ discovery of their 

interests and talents. There is also mention of British Values and how learners keep themselves 
mentally and physically healthy.

• Inspectors will judge schools by looking at the range, quality and take-up of extra-curricular activities, 
the promotion of British Values, the development of pupils’ character, the quality of debate and 
discussions that pupils have and the pupils’ understanding of how equality and diversity are 
promoted and celebrated.

• Leaders will be judged in a similar way to the previous framework, as well as governance. 

Increased Focus On Reducing Workload
• Throughout the draft framework there are references to workload. 
• Leaders need to be aware of the main pressures that are on staff and take account of them, be 

realistic and constructive in the way they manage their staff and that any workload issues are dealt 
with appropriately and quickly. 

• Leaders should protect their staff from bullying and harassment. 
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Everything Else You Need To Know
• There is a particular focus on reading throughout the framework, particularly in the ‘Quality of 

Education’ category where inspectors will be evaluating the extent to which the teaching of reading 
develops a learners’ confidence and enjoyment in reading. 

• There’s been a change in how Ofsted wish to be perceived, they now refer to themselves as ‘a force for 
improvement’. 

• Inspections will focus on greater specificity on distinct phases (EYFS, sixth form and specialist 
educator providers).

• For specialist independent schools subject to Ofsted inspection - such as faith schools and 
performing arts schools - inspectors will judge the school primarily on the non-specialist core 
element of the curriculum. If the non-specialist areas of the curriculum are limited, inspectors will 
consider how the core curriculum has been integrated within the specialist curriculum. 

What Actions Should You Take
Step 1: Take some time to read the framework and relevant handbooks and consider its implications, but 
remember it’s only a proposed draft.
Step 2: Consider your own response to the proposed changes. Are there things you’d like to see in there? 
Are there items that you think shouldn’t be there?
Step 3:  Explain to key stakeholders who are aware of the new proposed framework, particularly 
governors, what the main changes might be.
Step 4: In reading the documentation did anything strike you as being a good point for change in your 
school?
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Applying the Education Inspection Framework to the 
teaching of mathematics - Third Space Learning
Ofsted released a proposal for its updated Education Inspection Framework on Wednesday 16th January 
2019. The framework has been released to encourage schools to build knowledge-rich curricula, which 
allow pupils opportunities to revisit topics to build skills over time. Ofsted are also keen to see school 
leaders protect their staff from additional workload.

We have put together some easy to implement ideas showing how Third Space Learning can support 
schools in ensuring their Maths curriculum and Maths teaching is in line with the developments proposed 
in Ofsted’s latest draft framework.

The EIF asks that ‘within the curriculum, there are planned opportunities for sufficient revisiting of 
previously learned knowledge, concepts and procedures to ensure that, once learned, mathematical 
knowledge becomes deeply embedded in pupils’ memories.’ As part of any Third Space Learning lesson, 
each pupil is given the opportunity to practice various skills and procedures as part of the warm-up at 
the start of their lesson to ensure there are consistent opportunities for revisiting a variety of learned 
knowledge, concepts and procedures. 

Similarly, schools can ensure sufficient revisiting of previously learned knowledge in mathematics by 
using Fluent in Five and Rapid Reasoning as part of their daily routine. 
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An example of a day’s Rapid Reasoning for Year 6.

A simple way of ensuring ‘there are objective assessments that can identify when all pupils have gained 
the intended understanding and unconscious competence in knowledge, concepts and procedures 
necessary before they move on to new or more complex content’ without adding to teacher workload 
could mean using Pre- and Post-Unit Assessments before and after covering a unit in mathematics - a 
comprehensive selection of such assessments are provided on the Third Space Learning Maths Hub 
(accessible to schools whose pupils are taking part in our 1-to-1 intervention programmes as well as 
those who have signed up to Maths Hub Premium). 

A question from the Year 5 Geometry Pre-Unit Diagnostic Assessment
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The latest EIF proposals suggest ‘the school has taken steps to ensure that all teachers of mathematics, 
including non-specialist teachers of mathematics, have sufficient mathematical and teaching content 
knowledge to deliver the topics they teach effectively’ - schools who have pupils signed up to our 
intervention programmes or those who have subscribed to Maths Hub Premium can access our CPD 
video library, including our Maths in Minutes series, best practice videos for primary Maths strategies 
presented by leading practitioners.

According to the EIF proposal, inspectors will also be looking out for the following: ‘pupils’ mathematical 
knowledge is developed and used, where appropriate, across the curriculum’. We have plenty of cross-
curricular Maths ideas, which are demonstrated on our Facebook, Twitter and YouTube accounts, as well 
as articles on our website, like our Outdoor Maths blog, which can be used for inspiration in developing 
Maths across the curriculum. 

The draft EIF asks that schools’ curricula ‘anticipate practical problems they are likely to encounter in 
adult life’.  The questions posed during the 1-to-1 intervention lessons led by Third Space Learning’s 
specialist Maths tutors do exactly that. 
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An example question from one of our SATs programme lessons  

Finally, the proposed inspection framework states: ‘Those pupils behind age-related expectations are 
provided with the opportunities to learn the mathematical knowledge and skills necessary to catch 
up with their peers’. Given that Third Space Learning’s specialist 1-to-1 Maths interventions have been 
shown to deliver 7 months’ progress in just 14 weeks, our programmes demonstrate a school’s efforts to 
help pupils who are behind AREs to catch up with their peers. 
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Times Tables Grids

For more free resources and intervention support go to thirdspacelearning.com

Each pupil could receive a personalised lesson every 

week from our specialist 1-to-1 maths tutors.

• Raise attainment

• Plug any gaps or misconceptions

• Boost confidence

thirdspacelearning.com

0203 771 0095

hello@thirdspacelearning.com

Speak to us:

Do you have a group of pupils who 
need a boost in maths this term?
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