
NUMERACY PASSPORTS 
Improving mental maths 



WHAT ARE NUMERACY PASSPORTS? 

 Numeracy passports are a series of mental maths 

objectives. 

 

 They are for children from Foundation Stage to 

Year 6. 

 

 The objectives link to the national curriculum. 

 



WHY USE NUMERACY PASSPORTS 

 Numeracy passports are designed to support the 

learning of basic number facts (counting, times 

tables, number bonds, doubling, halving) from 

foundation stage to year 6. 

 

 Knowing these by heart allows children to 

develop written calculation skills as well as 

problem solving skills. 



HOW THEY WORK 

 Starts at British Isles in Foundation 2. 

Objectives link to the Foundation Stage 

curriculum. 

 Progresses to continents linked to the national 

curriculum for years 1-6. 

 Each passport contains a series of targets such as 

count forwards and backwards to 20. 

 Children work on passport targets at the 

beginning of each lesson/upon completion of any 

work/at home. 

 



 Children will continue working on their passport 

until they know the facts with very little thinking 

time (3 seconds). 

 Adults in school will test the children three times 

per target. 

 When all targets are signed three times, they will 

receive a stamp and move onto the next passport. 



IMPACT 

 Pupils not held back by mental calculations when 

learning new skills. 

 Children are faster and more confident when 

applying their mental maths skills across a range 

of contexts. 

 The children are extremely motivated and 

enthusiastic towards mental maths. 



WHAT THE CHILDREN THINK! 

 Ellie (Y4) “Numeracy Passports make you more 

independent with times tables and you use them a lot doing 

the grid method.” 

 

 Maddie (Y4) “I like them because they help you get really 

good at adding and subtracting which I use a lot in the 

column method.” 

 

 Roman (Y3) “I think the passports are really good because I 

didn’t know my 7 times tables but two days later I did!” 

 

 Ellis (Y3) “Oooooo I love maths passports because it makes 

me better at maths and I want to get onto the next one.” 



HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

 Practise the passport targets as often as possible. 

Short bursts are fine. 

 

 Flash cards, wipe boards, number games, 

counting toys. 

 



WEBSITES TO SUPPORT MENTAL MATHS 

Counting 

 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting 

 http://www.ictgames.com/counting.htm 

 http://www.everyschool.co.uk/maths-key-stage-1-counting.html 

 

 

Number Facts (bonds, addition, subtraction, odd, even) 

 http://www.ictgames.com/numberFacts.htm 

 http://www.ictgames.com/oddEven.htm 

 http://www.coolmath-games.com/1-addition-subtraction-games 

 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 http://www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/mentalmaths/numberbond.html 

 

 

Times tables 

 http://www.coolmath-games.com/1-multiplicationdivision-games 

 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/times-tables 

 http://www.maths-games.org/times-tables-games.html 

 http://www.mad4maths.com/multiplication_table_math_games/ 

 http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/timestable/ 

 http://www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/mentalmaths/tabletrees.html 

 https://ttrockstars.com/ 
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All passports are available on our website: 

Key Info – Curriculum – Maths – Numeracy Passports 


