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Specific Focus – Guided Reading 

 

Firstly, can I thank Kilnhurst Primary school, Ryan and Kathryn for giving me the opportunity 

to conduct the learning walk as part of my role as governor. All staff were accommodating 

and welcoming, and made the whole process a very positive experience.  

Throughout the whole learning walk, it was evident that significant progress has been made 

in a number of different ways, both inside and outside the classroom. The atmosphere in 

the school was superb. All students were settled and on task in each of the classrooms that 

were visited (Class 1,2,3,5,6). There was a feeling of ‘routine’. Students understood their 

role within the classroom and were well rehearsed in their expectations. 

It was clear that the guided reading policy has been implemented thoroughly by senior 

leaders and teachers. All classrooms demonstrated standardised components of the policy. 

In each, learning objectives were clearly visible and students were fully aware of what 

learning objective they were focussing on. The carousel of activities works extremely well, 

All students were grouped in differentiated groups and given tasks that were suited to their 

ability. When asked, students were able to discuss their favourite reading activity (APE, 

Reading for Pleasure, Cracking Comprehension etc). Reading for pleasure utilised specific ICT 

resources and allowed students to access EPIC – an online library of reading resources. 

Additional support was utilised well. In class 5 a number of LSA additional support staff were 

deployed very well. Each staff member was used in focussing on specific tasks, and students 

with specific needs. This helped in the facilitation of guided reading and allowed students 

with varying needs settle into the day. Again, offering routine to these students. 

Guided reading books were available for scrutiny. All books seen contained a great deal of 

written work that was annotated and marked through self, or teacher assessment. Learning 

objectives were also written in each of the students books. Where tasks sheets were used, 

these were glued into the books as evidence.  

The newly established reading corners were a good feature of guided reading. Students 

appreciated the areas and the informal spaces. They provided the students with a good 

areas and atmosphere in that they could complete tasks. In the main, ‘reading for pleasure’ 

was completed in these areas.  

It was a pleasure to see students completing their morning guided reading task. It is clear 

that students at Kinhurst Primary School fully understand the importance of reading, and in 

many cases have a real passion for it. The school clearly recognise their role in how they 

teach reading. They have created a policy that not only helps with the progress students 

make in their reading ability, but also helps building routine to a students day.  



The school ‘felt nice’. There was a very positive feel in each classroom and around the 

school and Senior Leaders along with all staff should take pride in what they have achieved.  

Today’s visit was a pleasure. 

 

Regards 

D Whaley 

Vice Chair of Governors 

 

 

 

 


