
History
Progression from EYFS -Year 6



Purpose of Study

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. 
Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of 

people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.

Year 1

Year 2

• Pre-Roman Britain
• Roman BritainYear 3

• Changes to Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
• The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

• Anglo-Saxons to the Vikings
• Early Islamic civilization, including a study of 

Baghdad c. AD900
Year 4

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. 
• The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggled for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the confessor 
• A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history 

• Magna Carta through to the modern day: The 
development of parliament 

• The Industrial Revolution 
Year 5

• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 
1066 

• A local history study 

• 20th Century Conflicts (WW1 + WW2)
• The influence of Ancient Greece on the western 

world
Year 6

• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 
1066 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world

Long Term Overview

EYFS

• Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in 
national life 

• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods 

• Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality

• Norman Britain
• Local History: pre Industrial Revolution

• Changes in musical technology devices
• Kings and Queens of England
• Guy Fawkes and Florence Nightingale

• Own history experience
• Old and new toys

• Changes within own living memory
• Changes within living memory. Where appropriate these should be used to reveal aspects of change 

in national life 



Big Ideas and Concepts in History

An over-arching concept that is fundamentally important is the idea that events happen in order. This can be a challenging concept for young children to grasp. 
Chronology is important because the exact order in which events occur helps us understand the cause and the effect of those events, and thereby allow us to 

step back and view the "big picture" of history - how and why events unfold in the way they do, and how they are related.

Continuity and change

Historians recognise 
that over time some 
things change, and 
some things stay 
the same. Examples 
of continuity and 
change can be seen 
across every 
civilisation and any 
given period of 
time. They can be 
seen in some 
aspects of everyday 
life that has 
continued across 
centuries or in 
changes in religious 
belief that has 
affected an entire 
society’s culture.

Cause and Effect

The concept of 
cause and effect is 
used by historians 
to identify the 
events or 
developments 
that have led to 
particular actions 
or results. 
Sometimes the 
link is clear. Often 
the link is less 
obvious or more 
complicated. 
Sometimes there 
are many causes 
and many effects.

Perspectives

The concept of perspectives 
is an important part of 
historical inquiry. A person’s 
perspective is their point of 
view, the position from which 
they see and understand 
events. People will have 
different perspectives about 
an event depending on 
factors such as age, gender, 
social position, beliefs and 
values. Historians try to 
understand the perspectives 
of people from the past even 
though they may differ from 
their own. People from the 
past will have had different 
perspectives about the same 
event. Writers and historians 
also have perspectives that 
can influence their 
interpretations of the past. 

Empathetic understanding

Empathetic 
understanding is the 
ability to understand 
and appreciate 
particular events or 
actions from someone 
else’s point of view. In 
history, it is about trying 
to understand the 
thoughts and feelings of 
people who lived at 
different times and in 
very different cultures. 
It helps us to 
understand the impact 
of past events on 
individuals or groups 
and to understand what 
has motivated them to 
act in particular ways.

Significance

The concept of 
significance relates to 
the importance 
historians assign to 
aspects of the past: 

· Events 
· Development and 
movements 
· Individuals or groups 
· Discoveries and 
historical sites.

Historians make 
decisions about what is 
significant and worth 
studying. They ask 
questions about the 
impact of events, 
discoveries, movements, 
individuals and sites on 
the world, in their own 
time and later.

Contestability

The concept of 
contestability is 
about interpretations 
of the past that are 
the subject of debate 
among historians. 
Historians have 
access to different 
sources and 
sometimes study the 
same sources and 
reach different 
conclusions. Often 
there is no right 
answer. Technology 
can help historians 
reach a more 
complete 
understanding of the 
past.
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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for History
EY

FS

Chronological Understanding

• Looks closely at similarities, differences, 

patterns and change. (DM-TW)

• Can retell a simple past event in correct 

order eg, went down slide, hurt finger. 

(DM-CL-S)

• Begin to put up to 3 objects in 

chronological order (recent history).

• Begin to use words or phrases like: old, 

new and a long time ago.

• Begin to recognise that a story read to 

them may have happened a long time 

ago.

• Begin to understand that some objects 

belong to the past.

• Respond to a familiar story set in the past.

• Begin to explain how they have changed 

since they were born.

• Begin to use phrases like: very old, when 

mummy/daddy/grandad/ grandmother 

were little.

Knowledge and Interpretation Historical Enquiry

• Know about similarities and differences in 

relation to objects. (ELG-TW)

• Explains own knowledge and understanding 

and asks appropriate questions of others. (DM-

MR)

• Create simple representations of events, 

people and objects. (DM - BI)

• Uses talk to recall and relive past experiences. 

(DM-CL-S)

• They use past present and future forms 

accurately when talking about events that have 

happened. (ELG-CL-S)

• Recognise that we celebrate certain events, 

such as bonfire night, because of what 

happened many years ago.

• Begin to identify the main differences between 

old and new objects.

• Identify objects from the past, such as a 

spinning top and other old toys.

• Begin to explain differences between past and 

present in their life and that of their 

grandparent’s life as a child in relation to play.

• Remembers and talks about significant 

events in their own experience. (DM-

PC)

• Questions why things happen and 

gives explanations. Asks who what, 

when, how. (DM-CL-S)

• Talk about past and present events in 

their own lives and in the lives of 

family members. (ELG- PC) 

• Ask and answer questions about old 

and new objects.

• Spot old and new things in a picture.

• Answer questions using the 

artefact/photograph provided.

• Give a plausible explanation for what 

an object was used for in the past

• Answer questions using a range of 

artefacts/photographs provided.



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for History
Ye

ar
 1

Chronological understanding

• Put up to three objects in chronological 
order (recent history).

• Use words and phrases like: old, new 
and a long time ago.

• Tell me about things that happened 
when they were little.

• Recognise that a story that is read to 
them may have happened a long time 
ago.

• Know that some objects belonged to 
the past.

• Retell a familiar story set in the past.
• Explain how they have changed since 

they were born.
• Put up to five objects/events in 

chronological order (recent history).
• Use words and phrases like: very old, 

when mummy and daddy were little.
• Use the words before and after 

correctly.
• Say why they think a story was set in 

the past.

Knowledge and Interpretation

• Appreciate that some famous people have 
helped our lives be better today.

• Recognise that we celebrate certain events, 
such as bonfire night, because of what 
happened many years ago.

• Understand that we have a queen who rules 
us and that Britain has had a king or queen for 
many years.

• Begin to identify the main differences 
between old and new objects.

• Identify objects from the past, such as vinyl 
records.

• Explain why certain objects were different in 
the past, e.g. iron, music systems, televisions.

• Tell us about an important historical event 
that happened in the past. 

• Explain differences between past and present 
in their life and that of other children from a 
different time in history.

• Know who will succeed the queen and how 
the succession works.

Historical enquiry

• Ask and answer questions about 
old and new objects.

• Spot old and new things in a 
picture.

• Answer questions using the 
artefact/ photograph provided.

• Give a plausible explanation about 
what an object was used for in the 
past. 

• Answer questions using a range of 
artefacts/ photographs provided.

• Find out more about a famous 
person from the past and carry out 
some research on him or her.



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for History
Ye

ar
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Chronological understanding

• Use words and phrases like: before I 
was born, when I was younger.

• Use phrases and words like: ‘before’, 
‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and 
‘now’; in their historical learning.

• Use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ 
accurately.

• Use a range of appropriate words and 
phrases to describe the past.

• Sequence a set of events in 
chronological order and give reasons 
for their order.

• Sequence a set of objects in 
chronological order and give reasons 
for their order.

• Sequence events about their own life.
• Sequence events about the life of a 

famous person.
• Try to work out how long ago an event 

happened.

Knowledge and Interpretation

• Recount the life of someone famous from Britain 
who lived in the past giving attention to what 
they did earlier and what they did later.

• Explain how their local area was different in the 
past.

• Recount some interesting facts from an historical 
event, such as where the ‘Fire of London’ started.

• Give examples of things that are different in their 
life from that of their grandparents when they 
were young.

• Explain why Britain has a special history by 
naming some famous events and some famous 
people.

• Explain what is meant by a parliament.
• Give examples of things that are different in their 

life from that of a long time ago in a specific 
period of history such as the Victorian times.

• Explain why someone in the past acted in the way 
they did

• Explain why their locality (as wide as it needs to 
be) is associated with a special historical event.

• Explain what is meant by a democracy and why it 
is a good thing.

Historical enquiry

• Find out something about the past by 
talking to an older person.

• Answer questions by using a specific 
source, such as an information book.

• Research the life of a famous Briton 
from the past using different 
resources to help them.

• Research about a famous event that 
happens in Britain and why it has 
been happening for some time.

• Research the life of someone who 
used to live in their area using the 
Internet and other sources to find out 
about them.

• Say at least two ways they can find out 
about the past, for example using 
books and the internet.

• Explain why eye-witness accounts may 
vary.

• Research about a famous event that 
happens somewhere else in the world 
and why it has been happening for 
some time. 



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for History
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Chronological understanding

• Describe events and periods using the 
words: BC, AD 

• Describe events from the past using 
dates when things happened. 

• Use a timeline within a specific time in 
history to set out the order things may 
have happened. 

Knowledge and Interpretation

• Know and understand the difference between the 
three periods in the prehistoric era. 

• Know that Britain has been invaded by several groups 
over time.

• Begin to picture what life would have been like for 
the early settlers.

• Appreciate that the early Brits would not have 
communicated as we do or have eaten as we do. 

• Know that invaders in the past would have fought 
fiercely, using hand to hand combat.

• Know that weapons have changed by developments 
and inventions.

• Begin to know why certain events happened as they 
did in British history. 

• Suggest why certain people acted as they did in 
history.

• Begin to appreciate why Britain would have been an 
important country to have invaded and conquered. 

• Appreciate that invaders were often away from their 
homes for a very long period and would been 
‘homesick’. 

• Appreciate the beliefs of different groups of people 
from the past.

• Understand the way that the Romans ruled their 
Empire. 

Historical enquiry

• Know the part that archaeologists 
have had in helping us understand 
more about what happened in the 
past. 

• Use various sources of evidence 
(internet, books, videos) to answer 
questions. 

• Use various sources above to piece 
together information about a period 
in history. 

• Research a specific event from the 
past. 

• Use the information they know to help 
write about historical events.

• Through research, identify similarities 
and differences between given 
periods in history. 

• Begin to use more than one source of 
information to make conclusions 
about a historical event.



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for History
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Chronological understanding

• Place periods of history on 
a timeline showing periods 
of time. 

• Explain the difference 
between BC and AD. 

• Begin to recognise and 
quantify the different time 
periods that exist between 
difference groups that 
invaded Britain. 

• Understand what ancient 
history is (the earliest 
civilisations, when 
recording started to the fall 
of the Romans). 

• Begin to build a picture of 
what main events 
happened in Britain/the 
world during different 
centuries. 

• Compare the everyday life 
of Ancient Civilisations to 
the early civilisations of 
Britain.

Knowledge and Interpretation

• Explain how events from the past have shaped our lives. 
• Know that wars have happened from a very long time ago and are often 

associated with invasion, conquering or religious differences. 
• Know that wars inevitably would have brought bloodshed and distress. 
• Know that people, who lived in the past, cooked, ate different food and 

travelled differently and used different weapons from ours. 
• Know that the lives of wealthy people were very different from those of 

poor people (peasantry). 
• Know that crime and punishment has changed from Roman times to 

1066AD. 
• Understand the impact different invaders had on the lives of the British.
• Know and appreciate the achievements of people from the past. 
• Begin to know the difference and similarities between the religion and 

beliefs of different groups of people from the past. 
• Know what life would have been like for early British societies. 
• Acknowledge what happened in different parts of the world (Islamic) at 

similar times to the earlier societies of Britain. 
• Begin to appreciate the achievements made by early civilisations 

around the world (Islamic).
• Appreciate the achievements made by early civilisations around the 

world.
• Compare advancements in different Ancient Civilisations (Islamic, Pre-

Roman, Romans).
• Understand what happened in different parts of the world at similar 

times to the earlier societies of Britain. 

Historical enquiry

• Research two versions of 
an event and say how they 
differ. 

• Give more than one reason 
to support a historical 
argument. 



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for History
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Chronological understanding

• Place specific events on a 
timeline. 

• Use BC and AD to explain 
when events happened. 

• Use dates and historical 
language in their work. 

• Understand what ancient 
history is (the earliest 
civilisations, when 
recording started to the 
fall of the Romans). 

• Create timelines which 
outline the development 
of specific features, such 
as transport/travel.

Knowledge and Interpretation

• Know and recall the key historical events from the different 
period/s they are studying/have studied. 

• Make comparisons between historical periods; explaining 
things that have changed and what has stayed the same. 

• Begin to appreciate that how we make laws/rules has been 
through parliament for some time. 

• Appreciate that significant events in history have helped 
shape the country we have today. 

• Understand some of the inventions of the industrial 
revolution and explain how this has influenced our lives 
today. 

• Know how crime and punishment has changed from the 
Romans to the Victorians (Romans-Normans taught in Y4.) 

• Understand the similarities and differences between the 
lives of wealthy people and those of poor people. 

• Explain the role Britain has had in the world. 
• Begin to understand how Britain built an Empire and how 

this has helped/hindered relationships with other 
countries. 

• Summarise what Britain may have learnt from other 
countries and civilizations through time gone. 

Historical enquiry

• Test a hypothesis in order 
to answer a question. 

• Research into why Great 
Britain is made of 4 
countries. 

• Research somebody who 
has had an impact on 
industry in Great Britain.

• Investigate what it was like 
for children during the 
industrial revolution using 
photos, artefacts and 
illustrations. 



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for History
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Chronological understanding

• Say where specific periods 
taught across KS2 fit on a 
history timeline. 

• Place features of historical 
events and people from 
past societies and periods in 
a chronological framework. 

• Draw a timeline with 
different time periods 
outlined which shows 
different information 
(events, periods, people 
etc). 

• Appreciate that some 
ancient civilisations 
(Egyptian/Greek) showed 
greater advancements than 
people who lived centuries 
after them.

• Explain how ancient 
civilisations 
compare/contrast to 
modern day. 

Knowledge and Interpretation

• Appreciate how Britain built an Empire and how this has 
helped/hindered relationships with other countries. 

• Summarise the main events from a specific period in 
history, explaining the order in which key events 
happened. 

• Summarise how Britain has had a major influence on 
world history. 

• Describe features of historical events from WW1, WW2 
and Ancient Greece. (e.g. The Treaty of Versailles)

• Discuss the impact of Churchill and Hitler on WW2.
• Recognise and describe differences and 

similarities/changes and continuity between WW1/ 
WW2/Ancient Greece and other periods taught in KS2.

• Suggest relationships between causes in history such as: 
why WW1 started, why WW2 started, why the Romans 
invaded England, the impact of the Anglo-Saxons/Vikings 
and why there was a need for the Magna Carta. 

• Explain how crime and punishment has changed over the 
years. 

• Understand differences in crime and punishment of 
British history to Ancient Civilisations across the world.

• Understand differences in religion of British history to 
Ancient Civilisations across the world. 

• Understand the beliefs of Ancient Philosophers.

Historical enquiry

• Look at two different versions 
of a source and say how the 
author may be attempting to 
persuade or give a specific 
viewpoint. 

• Identify and explain their 
understanding of propaganda. 

• Describe a key event from 
World War  One and Two using 
a range of different sources. 

• Know why there may be 
different interpretations of 
events. 

• Begin to suggest why certain 
events, people and changes 
might be seen as more 
significant than others. 

• Can they pose and answer 
their own historical questions
(e.g. Why were so many lives 
lost on the Western Front? 
WW1)



Vocabulary

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

EYFS

Chronological Order, Recent History, Old, New, A long time ago, Little, Past, Born, Events, Objects, Very Old, Before, After, Famous, Celebrate, Bonfire 
Night, Queen, Rules, Britain, King, Vinyl Records, Iron, Music Systems, Televisions, Present, Life, History, Succeed, Succession, Artefact, Photograph, 
Research. 

Before, Born, Younger, After, Past, Present, Then, Now, Events, Chronological Order, Life, Famous, Event, Britain, Earlier, Later, Local Area, Historical, 
Fire of London, Young, Parliament, Period, Victorian, Locality, Democracy, Older, Briton, Area, Eye-witness accounts, History, Source. 

Events, BC, AD, Past, Timeline, History, Chronological Order, Periods, Prehistoric Era, Britain, Invaded, Settlers, Brits, Invaders, Hand-to-hand combat, 
Weapons, Developments, Inventions, British History, Britain, Conquered, Homesick, Beliefs, Romans, Ruled, Empire, Archaeologist, Past, Event, Sources, 
Evidence. 

History, Timelines, Chronological Order, Periods, BC, AD, Invaded, Britain, Ancient History, Civilisations, Romans, Events, Great Britain, World, Centuries, 
Ancient, Past, Wars, Invasion, Conquering, Religious differences, Bloodshed, Distress, Weapons, Wealthy, Peasantry, Crime and Punishment, Roman, 
Invaders, British, Societies, Islamic, Advancement, Historical. 

Events, Timeline, Chronological Order, BC, AD, Historical, Ancient History, Civilisations, Romans, Features, Transport, Travel, Historical, Periods, Laws/Rules, 
Parliament, Significant Events, Inventions, Industrial Revolution, Crime and Punishment, Romans, Victorians, Wealthy, Poor, Great Britain, Empire, Industry, 
Photos, Artefacts, Illustrations. 

Periods, History, Timeline Chronological Order, Events, Historical, Past, Societies, Ancient Civilisations, Egyptian/Greek, Advancements, Centuries, 
Modern Day, Britain, Empire, Key Events, WW1, WW2, Ancient Greece, The Treaty of Versailles, Churchill, Hitler, Romans, Invaded, England, Anglo-
Saxons/Vikings, Magna Carta, Crime and Punishment, Ancient Philosophers, Source, Propaganda.

Chronological Order, Recent History, Old, New, A long time ago, Little, Past, Born, Events, Objects, Very Old, Before, After, Famous, Celebrate, Artefact, 
Photograph, Research, Bonfire Night. 


